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the present degraded meaning of the word, they
are usually suspected of a taste for clay pipes
and beer cellars; and their performances are
thought to hail from the Owl's Nest of the
comedy. They have something more, however,
in their eye than the dulness of a round million
dinner parties that sit down yearly in old England,
For to do anything because others do it, and not
because the thing is good, or kind, or honest in
its own right, is to resign all moral control and
captaincy upon yourself, and go post-haste to the
devil with the greater number. We smile over
the ascendency of priests ; but I had rather follow
a priest than what they call the leaders of society.
No life can better than that of Pepys illustrate the
dangers of this respectable theory of living. For
what can be more untoward than the occurrence,
at a critical period and while the habits are still
pliable, of such a sweeping transformation as the
return of Charles the Second ? Round went the
whole fleet of England on the other tack; and
while a few tall pintas, Milton or Pen, still sailed
a lonely course by the stars and their own private
compass, the cock-boat, Pepys, must go about
with the majority among " the stupid starers and
the loud huzzas."

The respectable are not led so much by any
desire   of applause   as   by   a  positive   need  for